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Inquiry Project 2023-2024 

What is an inquiry project? 
Our district has been completing inquiry projects as part of the 1-to-1 
program for over 15 years. These projects are a way of demonstrating what 
our students have been using their devices for and concluding a year’s 
worth of inquiry learning in one final group project.  

 
INQUIRY PROJECTS SHOULD: 

• Be done collaboratively in small groups 

• Be student-led and designed 

• Provide possible solutions to a non-Googleable question 

• Have a research element 
• Be relevant, thought-provoking, and meaningful 

• Involve interviews with real world experts 
• Demonstrate our student’s ability to use the technology provided to them 
• Be presented in a format that speaks to our learners’ strengths (video, podcast, slideshow, etc) 

• Show evidence of the impact that the inquiry had on the students 
 
INQUIRY PROJECTS SHOULD NOT: 

▪ Be completed by a single student independently 
▪ Be teacher-led and designed 
▪ Provide answers to Googleable questions 
▪ Be a “Genius Hour”, “Experiment”, “Science Fair” or “Entrepreneur Fair” Project 

Ideally, the final inquiry project should not be the first step into inquiry learning for the class and other 
teacher-led and smaller-scale inquiries should have preceded the final inquiry project to ensure that 
the students gain the skills needed to be success in their larger inquiry project. 
 
We are also actively encouraging all those involved in the program to stay away from “Genius Hour” 
style research projects. While we understand that genius hour can allow students to chase their 
interests and passions, we want our students to use the inquiry process to find answers to big 
questions, and use the digital literacy skills of collaboration and communication to help them along the 
way. Being able to work effectively in a group is one of the core 21st century skills that we want all 
students to have.  

 
The Inquiry Process 
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The inquiry process 

is cyclical, as detailed in the image created by Trevor Mackenzie, author of Inquiry Mindset. Using this 
cycle as a guide for how we approach all questions in our classrooms, not just formal inquiry projects, 
helps students to be familiar with the process. This familiarity allows students to create final products 
that are inspiring and authentic and demonstrate a deeper understanding of the underlying inquiry 
question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asking the right questions 
Arguably, the most important part of the process is coming up with an inquiry question, something 
that our students are curious about, that they care about, and is deep enough that they can really dive 

https://a.co/d/bwv65ty
https://www.trevormackenzie.com/
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into it through the inquiry process. This PowerPoint-led activity (below) is adapted from The Right 
Questions Institute and is a good way to get your students into the practice of making good questions 
not just for their final inquiry project, but for any inquiry learning activity.  
 

 
 
My recommendation:  
Use this PowerPoint as a way to get your students into the habit of asking good questions. The first time you use 
it, think about focusing on a specific theme. For example, ask questions about the human body using the 
strategies outlined in the PowerPoint.  
 
Another suggestion:  
After you complete the PowerPoint-led activity, you can use the final questions the students created to group 
students by interest for their inquiry projects. This way their participation in the group is more authentic since 
they’ve already demonstrated interest in this subject area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Inquiry Plan Template 
These fillable forms are a good way to start your inquiry project and keep track of student and group 
progress throughout this journey. Students can complete the document in their groups once they have 
determined what their main inquiry question is, along with sub-questions and a loose plan going 
forward. The forms have spots to fill in for the students but the main template is not editable. The 
forms are available in Microsoft PPT (through Office 365) and through Google Slides, as well as a 
printable PDF. 

How to Ask the Right Questions Lesson Plan 
How to Ask the Right Questions Lesson Plan.pdf 

How to Ask the Right Questions-PowerPoint Activity 
How to Ask the Right Questions PPT 

http://www.rightquestion.org/
http://www.rightquestion.org/
https://schooldistrict42-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/yas_mann_mrpm_sd42_ca/Documents/DHT-inquiry/inquiry%20program%20shared%20folder%202023/inquiry%20mindset/How%20to%20Ask%20the%20Right%20Questions%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=KLwSlA
https://schooldistrict42-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/yas_mann_mrpm_sd42_ca/Documents/DHT-inquiry/inquiry%20program%20shared%20folder%202023/inquiry%20mindset/how%20to%20ask%20the%20right%20questions-adapted.pptx?d=wf0552a5201ba4de5a60cc60630584412&csf=1&web=1&e=fJqSgQ
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My recommendation:  
Students use this as a sort of “inquiry project proposal” to send to their teachers for approval and then schedule 
a meeting with the classroom teacher to go over any details that need to be adjusted or added.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Self-Assessment  
Use these fillable surveys as a way for your students to self-assess using the core competencies. These 
forms are also an easy way to get valuable information about things going on in the group that 
students may be hesitant to share with you. These forms are customizable and have been created in a 
Google Forms and Microsoft Forms version, so choose whichever works for you. You can add/remove 
elements of the form to make it more customized for your needs. There is also a non-editable PDF 
version to print if needed. 
 
My recommendation: 

MS PPT Document (will need to save the file to edit) 
inquiry template FILLABLE.pptx 

 

Google Slides Form (will prompt you to make a copy of your own) 
Google Slides Form 

 

Printable PDF 
Inquiry Plan PDF 

https://schooldistrict42-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/yas_mann_mrpm_sd42_ca/EUu6QQlodRhAltaqn1sjtWoBSWVwNoh5rcNMzJOwu9YcKA?e=AbgkXR
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1baY5rs0izkWaqEXVguEfn5W636owOvcLhLem-0ICryQ/copy
https://schooldistrict42-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/yas_mann_mrpm_sd42_ca/EcGTJBF7i81Oi4n3HT_47A4B05sI7ecXaxjszZrCJSlkBA?e=QCq4ps
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Make these a regular (weekly/biweekly) part of your inquiry project so that students can keep coming back and 
reflecting and making it a part of their own practice.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions regarding the inquiry process,  
please do not hesitate to contact me Yas_mann@sd42.ca 

 
 

 

MS Forms Template: 
Self-Assessment MS Forms Version 

 

Google Forms Template: 
Self-Assessment Google Forms Template 

mailto:Yas_mann@sd42.ca
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=Mxgq0Pptfku7Gw497cY0v4C4GfA0QqZEohSDvsi-Uv1UMzgzV1FSTjNLS1VEVEtJQTEyMVFJQ1lITS4u&sharetoken=TW8qgQxsAqc6PfMIiMgq
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cZC1LrYcA6tplslGCuOqb0EHiYDUHhP27Diy-VOy98E/copy

